The " Arabic " Incident

the negotiations on the spot. Had the whole American Press
entirely refused to accept our official explanations, nothing further
could have been done with the Government."
Wh&e my negotiations with Mr. Lansing in Washington for
a simultaneous settlement of the Arabic and Lusitania questions
were still in progress, a memorandum was handed to Mr. Gerard,
the American Ambassador in Berlin, which purported to justify
the action of the offending submarine commanders. Thus the
situation once more became acute. The contents of this docu-
ment were as follows :
" On August igth a German submarine held up the English
steamer Dunele about sixty miles south of Kinsale, and having
ordered the crew to leave the ship, were about to sink it by
gun-fire when the commander observed a large steamer heading
directly towards him. This latter, which afterwards proved
to be the Arabic, bore no ensign, or other marks of neutrality,
and was thus obviously an enemy. Approaching nearer, she
altered her original course, and again made directly for the
submarine, thus leading the commander of the latter to suppose
that she was about to attack and ram him. In order to parry
this attack, the submarine dived and fired a torpedo, which
struck the ship. The submarine commander observed that
those on board got away in fifteen boats.
" According to his instructions, the German commander was
authorized to attack the Arabic without warning, and without
allowing time for the rescue of her crew, in case of an attempt
at flight or resistance. The action of the Arabic undoubtedly
gave him good grounds for supposing that an attack on him
was intended. He was the more inclined to this belief, by the
fact that a few days before, on the I4th, he had been fired at
from long range by a large passenger steamer, apparently belong-
ing to the British Royal Mail Steam Packet Company, which
he saw in the Irish Sea, but which he had made no attempt
to attack or hold up.
" The German Government deeply regrets that loss of life
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